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SCHEME FEATURE

1. GENERAL

1.1 Name of scheme

1.2 Website

1.3 Scheme owner details

DESCRIPTION

The scheme is generally referred to as ‘ISCC’.
Full name is:
‘ISCC – The International Sustainability and Carbon Certification System’.

‘ISCC-EU’ stands for the ISCC scheme requirements as recognized by the EU Commission for biofuels
‘ISCC-DE’ stands for the ISCC scheme requirements specifically focusing on compliance with German biofuel regulations (German
Sustainability Ordinances BioNachV).
‘ISCC-Plus’ is the ISCC scheme for biomass applications in feed, food, chemicals, bioplastics and solid biomass. The basic scheme
requirements are equivalent to ISCC EU and DE.

www.iscc-system.org, available in English, German, Spanish and Portuguese.

The ISCC Association (ISCC e.V.) is the overall multi stakeholder governing body of ISCC. The executive power and the operational
management of the scheme are assigned to the ISCC System GmbH (ISCC limited liability corporation).

HANDBOOK SUSTAINABIL ITY  CERTIF IC ATION OF SOLID  B IOMASS FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION

Module 345: Factsheet ISCC    (Version – November 2013)

Factsheet ISCC

This factsheet aims to provide accessible and factual information on the ISCC scheme. The information has been validated by ISCC Association e.V., the scheme owner of the ISCC

certification scheme. This factsheet presents the actual status of the scheme in August 2013. For more detailed information on the system, the reader may visit the website of the

certification scheme or contact the scheme owner.

Disclaimer: the information contained in this factsheet is for informational purpose only and cannot be used in replacement of the official ISCC standards and procedures.  
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1.4 General objective

1.5 Scheme governance

2. THE STANDARD

2.1 Types of biomass covered

2.2 Geographic coverage

2.3 Chain coverage

2.4 Sustainability criteria covered

2.5 Chain of custody standard

The ISCC objective is ‘the establishment of an internationally oriented, practical and transparent system for the certification of biomass
and bio-energy’.

The General Assembly of the ISCC Association (ISCC e.V.) incorporates all stakeholders and interested parties. The Board of ISCC
Association is composed of members of the General Assembly, representing the different stakeholder groups participating in ISCC. Day-
to-day management is the responsibility of the Executive Board, which in turn may appoint Technical Committees to provide support
in the handling over specific subjects and regional adaptation. The day-to-day operations of the ISCC system are carried out by ISCC
System GmbH.

More details on the governance of ISCC can be found on the ISCC website. 

Solid, liquid and gaseous biomass from all types of origin, including wastes & residues

Global

Biomass production (incl. cultivation), processing, conversion, transport up to and including end use.

The ISCC Sustainability Requirements for the Production of Biomass comprises six sustainability principles:
1. Biomass shall not be obtained from land with high biodiversity value or high carbon stock and not from peat land;
2. Biomass shall be produced in an environmentally responsible way. This includes the protection of soil, water and air and the

application of Good Agricultural Practices;
3. Safe working conditions through training and education, use of protective clothing and proper and timely assistance in the event of

accidents;
4. Biomass production shall not violate human rights, labour rights or land rights. It shall promote responsible labour conditions and

workers’ health, safety and welfare and shall be based on responsible community relations;
5. Biomass production shall take place in compliance with all applicable local and national laws and shall follow relevant international

treaties;
6. Good management practices shall be implemented.

Biomass shall be traceable throughout the complete supply chain (from production up to and including end use), following the rules
laid down in document ISCC 203 ‘Requirements for traceability’. Operators may use a mass balance system or segregation system to
physically trace material through the chain. Book and claim is not allowed.

All supply chain operators taking ownership of biomass need to be ISCC certified.
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2.6 National standards & interpretations

2.7 Provisions for waste & residues

3. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

3.1 General

3.2 Audit process requirements
(including stakeholder consultation) 

3.3 Certification Body and Auditor
requirements 

ISCC have established rules for adapting the ISCC standard to local conditions (ISCC document 102 on National and Regional
Initiatives). Under these rules, a National or Regional Technical Working Group can be established to adapt the standard to local
conditions by means of a further specification. National or regional adaptations of the ISCC standard are subject to board approval and
in the case of biofuels of RED relevant issues subject to recognition by the EU Commission (ISCC EU) or BLE (ISCC DE).

At present, working groups related to regional specifications are active in North America and South East Asia .

ISCC has defined regulations for waste & residues feedstocks for biofuels, including for SRC and wood.

Specifically for sustainability questions in relation to wood, ISCC has established a technical committee wood (Technisches Komitee
Holz), which so far has not provided guidance as to when solid biomass (including wood) shall be considered as sustainable. ISCC
indicates that it is waiting for the European Commission’s further guidance on solid biomass sustainability requirements.

The certification requirements have been laid down in the ISCC documents categorized no. 201.

Prior to each first audit, the certification body must conduct a risk assessment for the relevant operator and classify its operations
according to one of the three ISCC risk categories (regular, medium, high). For this classification, the auditor shall use standard risk
indicators (e.g. level of expertise of employees, risk of corruption). The outcome of the risk assessment determines the  sample size
(farms/plantations, warehouses) and scope of the audits.

ISCC has one type of certificate, which is verified annually.

Stakeholder consultation is not in general a requirement during the certification process.

Certification bodies have to fulfill the requirements laid down in the document ‘ISCC 251 Requirements on Certification bodies’:
1. For CB’s working under ISCC DE, recognition by the German Authority BLE;
2. For CB’s working under ISCC EU or ISCC PLUS, accreditation for product certification (ISO 45011), or recognition by the German

Authority BLE;
3. Execution of audits following the requirements of ISO 19011;
4. Notification by the ISCC certification system.
The audit team shall have demonstrable knowledge on all ISCC requirements. Auditors shall have followed the 3-day ISCC auditor
training course. As of September 2013, 23 certification bodies have operational agreements with ISCC.
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3.4 Minimum level of assurance

3.5 Costs of certification

4. OTHER ASPECTS

4.1 Track record

4.2 Stakeholder perception

4.3 Availability of help desk, tools &
guidance

4.4 Recognition of other schemes

The ISCC Sustainability Requirements for the Production of Biomass comprise six principles with underlying criteria. The criteria have
been classified as ‘Major Musts’ and ‘Minor Musts’. An operator must comply with all ‘Major Musts’ in order to qualify for certification.
‘Minor Must’ non-compliances are allowed, but need to be remediated before the next audit. On agricultural level at least 60% of the
minor musts shall be complied with.

There are four types of costs direct attributable to ISCC certification:
- Registration fee: initial fee, payable to the certification body;
- Certificate fee: fee due upon issuance of a certificate or statement of conformity. Height of fee is based on tonnage and turnover.

Fee is payable to certification body
- Quantity dependend fee: fee payable for each ton of biomass or biomass product produced or received. This fee shall be paid directly

to ISCC. 
- Auditing costs.

An up-to-date overview of the fee structure can be obtained from www.iscc-system.org.

For sustainability certification of biofuels and biofuel feedstocks, ISCC is the international market leader, with over 3.600 certificates
being issued (status as of September 2013) ISCC has not yet issued certificates for solid biomass for electricity/heat (ISCC indicates
that it is waiting for further guidance on solid biomass from the EC). 

ISCC has been very successful in obtaining a position as market leader for the EU biofuel market: the number of ISCC certificates issued
exceeds by far the number of certificates of any other biofuel scheme. This has led to questions on the credibility and robustness of the
ISCC scheme, though primarily by critical NGOs.

- ISCC have developed a variety of guidelines and tools for producers and supply chain operators, which are available from the
website. It needs to be noted that these are primarily oriented at liquid biofuels, and not specifically aimed at solid biomass.

- ISCC organizes auditor trainings around the world, as well as information sessions/seminars for other interested parties
- The website contains a section with Frequently Asked Questions, as well as an online form that can be used to establish contact.
- The website also contains a client login section which provides additional information, updates and tools for ISCC users and

members

ISCC automatically accepts biofuel schemes which have been approved by the European Commission. This acceptance is restricted to
biomass used for transport biofuels and bioliquids supplied to the European Union. 
For double counting material (i.e. waste and residues) acceptance of other schemes is depending on the results of a benchmark exercise
executed by ISCC.
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5. REFERENCES USED FOR THIS
FACTSHEET 

- www.iscc-system.org
- NL Agency (2011). How to select a biomass certification scheme? Utrecht (the Netherlands), May 2011.
- Personal communication with Mr. A Feige – ISCC


